the alloy is predominantly lead. By
1935 the aircraft range was
sufficiently well-known that the
German armed forces used supplies
of them as training models during
the Spanish Civil War. The thin cross-
sections of 1:200 aircraft wings and
empennages created design and
service problems for Wiking. Aircraft
cast in lead alloys were either
unacceptably subject to bending and
breaking or were unrealistically
thick. Mr Peltzer had read about work
with injection moulded plastics and
became an early convert. Plastic
allowed Wiking to introduce delicate
models like the DFS Glider and to
manufacture models that had the
primary colour cast in place, required
little hand-finishing, and could be
shipped with no fear of breakage. The
first plastic Wikings predated Frog
kits by a matter of years. It should be
mentioned that Wiking, along with
other early plastic model makers,
were slow to develop shell (ie hollow)
designs for their products. Aircraft
were generally made as solid, one-
piece mouldings, and the producers
found some very ingenious ways of
preventing sink marks that would
otherwise occur as plastics cool and
harden. Some kit makers today could
well profit from studying 1930s
technologies. A unique feature of the
‘Cyanolit’ plastic used by Wiking is
that it is incredibly durable. Whereas
Frog, Cruver, and other early injection
moulders typically used cellulose
acetate (which has a projected
service life of circa 30 years and is
sensitive to heat, light, moisture, and
acidic conditions), Cyanolit was
developed for harsh applications like
radio cabinets and ash trays.

To be continued in avia mini vi
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